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Ohmsett Test Review Document 

 

Summary 

Ohmsett is the National Oil Spill Response Research test facility in Leonardo, New Jersey, and is 

maintained and operated by the U.S. Department of Interior’s Bureau of Safety and Environmental 

Enforcement (BSEE).  

In 2012, EST’s 12 m skimmer was tested at Ohmsett using  Hydrocal 300 (200 cps) and Calsol 

(2000 cps) test oils. The goal was to test to failure in order to discover the practical limits of the 

technology. Throughput Efficiency (TE) rates of 94.4% @ 2 kts in calm conditions and 90.2% @ 1 kt 

in waves were achieved. Based on lessons learned, EST expects that future performce will be 

noticeably better, especially in waves.  The Ohmsett Report detail reproduced below in Appendices 

1-3 (scanned from the official Ohmsett Report) describes the test setup. The test oil was spread 

evenly in front of the vessel as it proceed down the tank, creating a path of oil approximately 150 m 

long x 2 m wide. In the above mentioned calm water test the oil slick was approximately 3.17 mm 

thick based on the fact that 950 litres of test oil was spread during the test. In the above mentioned 

wave test the oil slick was approximately 2.4 mm thick based on the fact that 713 litres of test oil 

was spread during the test. 

 

 

Fig. 1 12 m EST vessel in Ohmsett test tank, Sept 2012 
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Appendix 1: Ohmsett Report Executive Summary 
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Appendix 2: Ohmsett Report Test Summary 
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Appendix 3: Ohmsett Report Raw Data Sheets 
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